
Dear Bethany Residents,

The holidays came and so did the
new year!

Welcome to 2023!  I hope everyone
enjoyed the holidays.

We leave behind another year with
its own set of challenges.

Mother Nature presented a
wide range of weather temperatures and conditions during
December, giving us 60 degrees one day, and 35 the next,
more than once throughout the month. Winter officially
started on December 21st.

Sunday, December 5th, a tree lighting was held at
Christ Church Bethany.  Students from the Bethany Com-
munity School were accompanied by their music teacher,
Mr. Kevin Farrell. Lyrics were passed out so that everyone
could sing along.  Chilly temperatures added to the holiday
feeling of the event.  After the songs were sung and the
tree was lit, attendees were invited to enjoy hot cocoa and
cookies.   

On Wednesday, December 7th, Bethany Human
Services hosted a Senior Holiday Luncheon.  Approxi-
mately 72 meals were served.  Attendees enjoyed a deli-
cious meal of glazed ham (prepared by Director Robin
Glowa), cranberry apple chutney, holiday rice salad,
cheesy broccoli cornbread, and sweet potato casserole,
topped off with vanilla snowflake cake with cream cheese
frosting, prepared by the Jewish Senior Services of Bridge-
port and delivered by their wonderful staff member Miles.
The festivities began with the beautiful voices of our very
talented students from Bethany Community School led by
their music teacher Mr. Kevin Farrell serenading the sen-
iors with holiday songs.  Santa (Amy Rushlow) made a
special appearance to thank the students for their perform-
ance and to hand out candy canes and raffle prizes to the
seniors.  Thank you to Finance Director Leslie Bacigalupi
who created a generous gift of handmade cotton dishcloths
for each senior.  Thank you to Human Services Director
Robin Glowa, her assistant Emily Richard, Officer Dave
Merriam, and Troopers Tim Vandeventer and Kevin Pelkie,
who helped with this wonderful event.

Santa was sighted visiting houses on Sunday, De-
cember 18th.  Mother Nature provided a chill in the air to
add to the fun.  A BIG shout out and thank you to Nicole
Velardi, Steven Kirschbaum and the Bethany Volunteer

Fire Department for bringing so much joy and lots of smiles
to so many in Town.  It was fun to watch the Santa sightings
on Facebook. I think the adults were as excited as the chil-
dren. I know I was.  Always a good time!  We are very lucky
to have such a wonderful Fire Department.  Thank you
again!

On Wednesday, December 21st, a Hanukkah Meno-
rah Lighting and celebration was held at the Bethany Town
Hall.  All were welcome to attend.  Light refreshments were
served after the lighting.  Thank you to Dawn Miller Stark
for organizing this event.

Reminders:  The Public Works Department has
been going through Town putting in stakes at various loca-
tions.  Those stakes are temporary for the winter season and
will be removed in the spring.  The stakes help the Public
Works crew when plowing.

Once again: Here are some additional reminders
from the Public Works Department – Snow plowing re-
minders/rules:

Blocked driveways – Snowplows may push snow in•
front of residential driveways.  It is the homeowner’s
responsibility to clear access to their driveway.  To
avoid repeatedly clearing, it is recommended to wait
until the plow is done.
-Mailbox damage – The Town will repair or replace•
mailboxes and/or posts that are struck by a plow blade,
not ones damaged by the force of plowed snow.  Plastic
posts and mailboxes may not withstand the force of the
snow.  A recommendation is a 4-inch by 4-inch wooden
post or 2-inch metal pipe, with a metal mailbox.
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sure you are prepared for any inclement weather.  If you
have not done so already, please sign up for Code Red on
the Town website: Easy to do: Go to the Town main page,
click on Emergency/Public Safety, select Code Red Program
on the drop-down menu; just follow the directions from
there.  Many people have dropped their landlines in favor
of using their cell phones. You will have the option of re-
ceiving texts and/or emails.  If you are already on the Code
Red system, please make sure your information is up to
date.

As we know, Bethany weather conditions can
change in an instant and can be very different from our
neighboring towns.  Our newly paved roads are a pleasure
to drive on, but safety is always a main concern and keeping
a slow speed is very important for maintaining control.
When snow hits, please keep in mind that our Town crew
works very hard to keep our roads clear for travel.  We have
over 60+ miles of road to cover, and we do our best to take
care of them in a timely fashion.  Conditions may warrant
allowing additional time for travel or waiting until they im-
prove.  Please take your time—for your safety and the safety
of others.

NOTE:  The Town Hall Offices will be closed
Monday, January 2nd in observance of 

New Year’s Day and
Monday, January 16th for

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
The Recycling Center will also be 

closed December 31st.

May the new year bring you good health, good fortune
and the joy of family and friends.

HAPPY 2023!
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First Selectman’s Desk
continued from front page

Private plowing – Private plow contractors cannot push•
snow from private driveways or parking lots into the
street.  If there is no option but to put the snow in the
street, the private plow must re-plow that part of the
road until is it clear.
Parking – No vehicles should be parked on the road•
during the winter months. This impedes the plow
trucks from properly clearing the roads during in-
clement weather events.
Snow stakes – Snow stakes can be installed along the•
edge of your property to help distinguish the property
from the pavement.  The stakes should be 30-36 inches
high.  Wooden stakes should have the top three (3)
inches painted red to increase visibility.
Any questions or concerns should be directed to the•
Public Works Department – 475-238-6966.

An important reminder from the Bethany Volun-
teer Fire Department:  In an emergency, every second
counts.  Help first responders by making sure you have
your address number properly displayed on both your mail-
box and house.  Numbers on the house should be at least
four (4”) inches tall; numbers on the mailbox should be at
least three (3”) inches tall and reflective; if it is a shared
driveway with clustered mailboxes, use arrows to distin-
guish each address; and be sure that any tall plants or shrub-
bery, or snow, around the mailbox does not block the
visibility of the numbers. Driveways should have clear ac-
cess.  Help them in order to help you if an emergency oc-
curs.

These reminders above also help when fuel is
being delivered.  Residences should be properly identified,
and driveways and delivery pipes should be easily and
safely accessible.  Preventative measures are always key to
divert problems.

The winter season is officially upon us! Please be

Town of Bethany
Monthly Meetings Schedule

Meetings subject to change or cancellation due to COVID-19

Jan. 3rd Board of Selectmen 7 p.m.

Jan. 4th Planning & Zoning 7 p.m.

Jan. 12th Bethany Conservation Commision 7:30 p.m

Jan. 9th Amity Regional School District 6:30p.m.        

Jan. 9th Zoning Board of Appeals 7 p.m.

Jan. 10th Board of Finance 7 p.m.

Jan. 11th BCS Board of Education 6:30 p.m.   

Jan. 20th Cemetery Commission 7 p.m.

Jan. 17th Inland Wetlands Commission 7:30 p.m.

Dec 20th Economic Development Commision   6:30p.m  
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From the Superintendent of
School’s Desk

Dear Community Member,

Happy New Year! As we closed out the
first half of the school year Bethany
Community School returned to some
of their favorite traditions that allowed
them to show their gratitude and gen-
erosity to many. They paid tribute to our veterans and
thanked all those that support their education. In Decem-
ber, students conducted a toy drive and entertained our
seniors at a holiday luncheon in person. The kindness
and generosity of our children knows no bounds and we
should be proud of how they support members of our
community in need.

We also saw the return of celebrations to kick off the hol-
iday season. It was wonderful to see so many families
returning to the school to be part of various events. We
know that family engagement leads to more positive stu-
dent outcomes, so we are looking for additional ways to
bring our community members into the school to support
our work as the year progresses.

Together with the Board of Education, I am developing

the 2023-2024 school budget. Our goal is to develop a
fiscally responsible budget that meets the ever-changing
needs of our students and considers the ability of the
Town to fund. There will be multiple opportunities for
Bethany residents to learn more about the Board of Ed-
ucation’s budget over the next couple of months. On Jan-
uary 14th, I will present the Superintendent’s Spending
Plan for the Board of Education’s consideration and that
presentation will be posted to the School District’s web-
site at www.bethany-ed.org.

January is also the time when we start thinking about our
preschool program and the preschool lottery process. Be-
ginning on January 9th we will begin taking names for
the preschool lottery. If you know a family with a child
that may be eligible for the preschool program, please
ask them to contact Liz Harsche at lharsche@bethany-
ed.org or (203) 393-1170 x807 for more information.

As always, please feel free to contact me at (203) 393-
1170 or by email at kbyrd@bethany-ed.org with any
questions, concerns, or ideas.

Wishing you all the very best in the new year,

Kai Byrd
Superintendent

AMITY BOARD OF EDUCATION NEWS
Detailed information available at: 
https://www.amityregion5.org/boe

Diversity, Equity, Inclusion (DEI) 
At each of our recent Board meetings during the public
comment section, we have had several local residents ad-
dress DEI at Amity. People have spoken in support and op-
position to DEI based on their beliefs about what DEI
represents. One speaker explained this by stating that if you
call it DEI, it must include specific actions and activities
which the speaker felt led to more division, separation, and
opposition based of cultural or racial groupings
Budget/Application of the Amity Surplus 
At this time of the year the board begins work on the 2023-
24 budget. The first step was a special late November meet-
ing for presentation by the various departments of their
estimated needs for next year.
Policy Committee Updates 
The Board of Education approved a new policy on the Use
and Disclosure of Employee Medical Information at its De-
cember meeting.

Curriculum Equity Audit 
There is virtually no class offered at Amity that uses a single
resource for instruction. While a textbook, whole class
novel, or anthology may be the foundational resource for a
course, we also use supplemental resources such as videos,
poetry, lyrics, images, primary source documents, websites,
or online instructional materials.
Amity Creative Theater 
The Board would like to commend the Amity Creative The-
ater for the fall production of The Play that Goes Wrong. All
current 8th grade students were able to see the play as part
of their first visit and high school transition activity and per-
formances were given to the community on December 8th,
9th, and 10th.
ARHS Homecoming 
On November 19th, the Student Government hosted the an-
nual Amity Regional High School Homecoming Dance.
With a sold-out crowd of 950 students and guests, this was
the largest Homecoming in Amity’s recent history. 
Graduation Date Set 
The Board of Education set the date of graduation for the Class
of 2023. Graduation will be held on June 9, 2023 at 4:00 p.m.
And More...
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Bethany Seniority
By Robin Glowa January 2023

SENIOR LUNCH!
Senior Lunch is held every Wednesday at Noon 

at Bethany Town Hall. Reservations must be made by 
the Friday prior 203-393-2100 x1124. 

$6.00 per person. 
(Please pay in exact cash when you arrive.) 

JANUARY ENTREES:
Jan. 4th~NO LUNCH

Jan. 11th~Braised Beef Pot Roast
Jan. 18th~Chicken Pot Pie

(Guest Speaker-Drazen Rubin Law)
Jan. 25th~Lemon Rosemary Chicken

FOOD ASSISTANCE FOR 
BETHANY RESIDENTS 

Christ Church Bethany and Woodbridge is offering
Bethany resident contactless, front door delivery 

of nonperishable goods. 
Contact Christ Church at 203-393-3399    

Leave your name and phone number 

Town Hall will be closed on Monday, January 2 for the New Year holiday and 
Monday, January 16 in recognition of Martin Luther King, Jr., Day.
There will be no Senior Bus Service on January 2 and January 16.

SENIOR ART CLASS SERIES
With Artist Mary Lou Narowski

JAN. 5th- 26th 11:00 AM-NOON      
Bethany Senior Center

Come enjoy a fun way to learn about 
painting with watercolor!

Each session you will paint an original watercolor and go
home with a finished piece! 

Cost per session, including supplies, is $9.00.     
Pay by cash or check at class.

Please call 203-393-2100 x1124 to reserve your seat.
Mail check to: Bethany Human Services 
40 Peck Rd., Bethany, CT 06524

Make check payable to Mary Lou Narowksi.

SENIOR BUS TRANSPORTATION IS 
AVAILABLE MON.-WED.-FRI.

See the Bethany website for more information: 
bethany-ct.com.  Medical appointments take priority.  

Call 203-393-2100 x1324 to reserve.

RESIDENT RELIEF FUND
If you would like to make a cash or gift card donation to the
Resident Relief Fund, please contact Bethany Human Serv-
ices at 203-393-2100 x1124. Donations of cash or gift cards
will help assist residents in need. Donor and resident identity
will be kept strictly confidential.  Many thanks to those who
have already generously donated!

“Take a leap of faith and being this wondrous new year by believing.”
-Sarah Breathnac

Senior Valentine Party-
Reserve Your Seat Now

DECEMBER EVENTS-Seniors enjoyed a wonderful trip to the Fantasy of Lights on Dec. 1st. On Dec. 7th, the annual
Holiday Party was held with a delicious menu of glazed ham, sweet potato casserole, broccoli cheese cornbread, wild rice
salad and snowflake cake. Many thanks to Kevin Farrell and the BCS students who sang so beautifully. A special thanks
to Amy Rushlow, our very own secret Santa! Thank you to Officer Dave Merriam and his crew of servers, as well as Paula
Cofrancesco and Human Services Assistant, Emily Richard. On Dec. 12th, Deb Urso of Hamden Rehabilitation made
Gnome Wine Toppers with our seniors. Deb returned on Dec.19th for a breathtaking virtual experience visiting “ Christmas
in London.” Tea and sweets were served and even Paddington Bear joined in! Bethany Human Services would like to
thank all our instructors, presenters, and health professionals for a wonderful year of activities.

Wednesday, February 8 at Noon   
Bethany Town Hall Gym
Come enjoy sweet treats!

Special Musical Performance featuring 
Jack Lynn performing his fabulous

“Tribute to Dean Martin Show”
Tickets are $5.00 and must be purchased in advance. 

Call 203-3930-2100 x1124 for more details.

SENIOR CRAFT CORNER
SOCK SNOWMEN!!

Monday, January 23rd      11:00 AM    
Bethany Senior Center

Deb Urso of Hamden Rehabilitation will help you 
create this adorable craft!

Class is FREE and all materials will be provided.
Reserve your seat-space is limited-203-393-2100 x1124
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From the Assessor’s Office

Assessment Appeals Notice Issued
The Board of Assessment Appeals of the Town

of Bethany will be holding their annual appeal meetings
on Wednesday, March 15, 2023, from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m. and on Thursday, March 16, 2023, from 6:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. and on Saturday March 18, 2023, from 9:00
a.m. to Noon.

These meetings will be held in the Selectmen’s
Conference Room at the Bethany Town Hall, 40 Peck
Road, to hear appeals relating to assessments for Real
Estate Property and Business Personal Property on the
Grand List of October 1, 2022 and Supplemental Vehi-
cles for Grand List 2021. All persons claiming to be ag-
grieved by the actions of the Assessor on said list are
hereby warned to submit their written appeal by February
17, 2023.

Written applications are mandatory, and no ap-
peal will be heard without one. Applications may be ob-
tained from the Assessor’s office Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. or from the Bethany-ct.com
website, under the Board of Assessment Appeals. All ap-
plications must be filled out and received in the Asses-
sor’s office no later than 4:00 p.m. on February 17, 2023.
All persons filing proper applications shall be notified of
the date, time, and place of appeal hearing.   

You must appear in person, or you must send a
duly authorized representative who must bring evidence
of authorization.

If you have any questions concerning the Board
of Assessment Appeals, please call the Assessor’s Office
at 203-393-2100 ext. 1112.
Dated at Bethany, CT this 8th day of December 2022.
Gary Ross
Chairperson, Bethany Board of Assessment Appeals

Applications for tax credits for homeowners over 65 years
of age and those totally disabled will be taken in the Asses-
sor’s office between 8:30 am and 4:00 pm beginning Febru-
ary 1, 2023, thru May 15, 2023.

ELDERLY HOMEOWNERS &
DISABILITY PROGRAM-

This is a real estate tax credit program for homeowners
who are at least 65 years of age as of December 31, 2022
and meet certain income guidelines. Those guidelines re-
quire that annual income for single people, including So-
cial Security benefits, should not exceed $40,300.
Married couples can be eligible if their income, including
Social Security benefits, does not exceed $49,100. Appli-
cants should bring all proof of their 2022 income includ-
ing a copy of their 2022 Income Tax Return, if filing, and
proof of Social Security income (Form 1099). Also, ap-
plicant must own and reside at the property for which tax
relief is sought or must hold tenancy for life use of the
property and be liable for the tax bill. This must be the
applicant’s principal or legal residence. 
Those Homeowners who are disabled, and don’t qualify
for the elderly homeowner’s program because they are
under the age of 65 can apply. One must provide proof of
their disability award letter from the Social Security Ad-
ministration. Also, the same income guidelines must be
met.
Previous participants in either of these two programs will
be required to re-file their applications bi-annually and
will be notified by mail of this refiling requirement. New
applicants who think they qualify for this tax relief should
inquire at the Assessor’s Office. In addition to this State
property tax relief program, the Town of Bethany has
adopted a local option property tax relief program at the
February 7, 2000, Special Town Meeting. Those appli-
cants who qualify for the State of Connecticut property
tax relief program will also receive the Town of Bethany
benefit. Those taxpayers who are already on the program
and are required to refile, will be notified by mail. 

ADDITIONAL VETERANS AND 
LOCAL VETERANS EXEMPTION

The additional veteran’s and local veteran’s exemptions
are available to qualified veterans who meet certain in-
come requirements. These two programs provide an in-
crease in assessment reduction beyond the standard
veteran exemption. The deadline for filing applications
is September 30, 2023. Applicants must meet an income
requirement of not more than $40,300 if single, and
$49,100 if married to qualify for the State of Connecti-
cut Additional Veteran’s Program. The income limit for
the Town of Bethany Local Option Additional Veterans
Exemption is $65,300 for single applicants and

$74,100. Income includes adjusted gross income plus
any other income, including Social Security benefits. In-
come is based upon the 2022 calendar year. Federal In-
come Tax return and/or proof of all income must be
presented to the Assessor’s office which is open Monday
through Friday 8:30 am and 4:00 pm. Please remember
that all proof of income, including Social Security bene-
fits (Form SSA-1099) for the 2022 calendar year must
be submitted by September 30, 2023, or the application
cannot be processed.
Please do not hesitate to contact the Assessor’s Office
with any questions or concerns regarding these pro-
grams.
Dated this 8th day of December 2022.
Betsy Quist – Assessor for the Town of Bethany
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It Happened In Bethany
History of Hoadley Mills
By: Olive Munson Howard

During the 1880s, Hoadly Mills was a busy industrial
area. much old-time history was centered around the
Hoadley Mills in East Bethany.  The upper mill was built
by Ami Hoadley.  This upper mill was a combination grist
and cider mills.  [A gristmill grinds grain into flour.  The
name refers to the grinding equipment as well as the
building.  Gristmills were powered by water wheels.]  
At one end was a bonecracker.  This machine ground
bones which were used for fertilizer.  It was located on
the west side of Hoadley Road directly opposite the
Clark/Clock driveway.  A pond above the Hoadley Bridge
supplied water which flowed down a sleuce-way and
turned the wheels of the mill, then passed into the mill-
stream and down into the lower pond.  Below was located
a large sawmill where timbers and lumber were sawed to
build many of the houses in the vicinity.  Blacksmithing
was carried on in one end of this mill.  At one time, round
match boxes were manufactured there.
Denzil Hoadley was mechanically minded.  He was al-
ways acquiring more machinery and starting up new lines
of work.  In one part of his sawmill he had machinery for
making wooden barrel hoops.  The hoops were sawed and
then passed into other machines which rounded and
pointed them.  They were then put through a steam vat
after which they were bent into shape and stapled and

ready for market. 
Axe handles were manufactured there; and there were
turning and planing machinery for doing this type of
work.  Another of Hoadley’s many interests was making
shingles for houses.  
One of the important by-products of the sawmill was
charcoal.  Charcoal pits were made by starting with a post
in the center—making a firm core around which a large
quantity of wood was placed, all nearly upright, but slant-
ing toward the center.  When a sufficient quantity had
been so placed, it was covered with sod.  When set up, a
charcoal pit resembled a huge sugar-loaf mound.  A small
opening was left at the top and several at the bottom to
allow for some draft.  A fire was then started in the center
from kindling placed there when the pit was constructed.
As soon as the fire was well underway, the opening at the
top was closed, shutting off the draft and leaving the pit
to smolder and only char the wood.  The process of “burn-
ing a pit” took a week to 10 days.  It was necessary for
someone to be on watch night and day until charring was
completed.  The pit was opened and the charcoal was
ready to take to market.  Great care had to be taken when
opening the pit.  If opened prematurely, there might be
danger of starting a blaze that would result in the loss of
all the materials and labor.
It is interesting to note that at about 1850, Hoadley Road
ended at the curve where the mills were located.  There
was no Bethany Reservoir at that time; houses and farms
dotted the land that the reservoir now covers.

A Message From the Fire Marshal

‘Tis the Season:  Not only is this the holiday season
where we can enjoy ourselves with family and friends,
but it is also the season for avoidable fire safety issues.
The Fire Service responds to an increase in calls during
the winter season for a variety of reasons. These include
cooking and smoking-related fires in the home. These
two everyday occurrences make up the number one and
two causes for accidental fires, as well as fire-related
deaths annually. Unattended cooking and improper use
and disposal of smoking materials are the primary causes
for these types of fires.
Another significant factor in cold-weather responses are
carbon monoxide-related emergencies. This colorless
and odorless gas is a by-product of combustion and is
normally carried away via the appliances flue or chim-
ney but can be expelled back into the home for a variety
of reasons. These can include cracked or broken piping
or masonry, service-related issues and more in fossil fuel
and woodburning appliances. It is important to have

these appliances serviced and inspected on a regular
basis by a trained professional. At one time the Bethany
Fire Department had responded to what appeared to be
a routine medical call and because of a carbon monoxide
meter attached to the medical bag, were alerted to a fatal
level (over 500 Parts Per Million) of carbon monoxide
and were able to rapidly remove the person from that
environment. Awareness of potential problems and hav-
ing early warning devices such as smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors will help prevent these accidents. 
Every home should have smoke detectors on every
level, inside each bedroom, as well as outside the sleep-
ing areas for proper coverage. Carbon monoxide detec-
tors should also be placed on every level of the home.
The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) offers
specific guidelines and a comprehensive amount of in-
formation and safety tips at their website.
(www.nfpa.org). Please include these items on your list
while you are out shopping. They may be the most
important gift you can give. Feel free to contact the
Fire Marshal’s office with any questions: 203-393-
2100 Ext. 1119.
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Sustainable Bethany
Letter from Sustainable Bethany (No. 25).
A thought as we cross through the portal of the
New Year to a fresh beginning.

Over the last several years I have been writing
this column, there have been many topics we can all
agree on. The impact of invasive species such as the
emerald ash borer, beech leaf disease (a nematode),
and spotted-winged drosophila on our local environ-
ment and economy is one. The need to provide habi-
tats to ensure our pollinators can continue to provide
pollination services to over 1000 crops and more than
100,000 plant species is another. The devastating im-
pact of biodiversity loss estimated to be 70% wildlife
population loss in the last 50 years. The looming trash
crisis with the decommissioning of trash to energy fa-
cilities. The economic impact of having non-produc-
tive brownfields in a community.

As we try to build a more sustainable future,
adaptation will undoubtably include agreements and
disagreements, particularly in communities that are
engaged in trying to manage the impacts of climate
change.

Increasingly, I have noticed environmentalists
and conservationists, who are frequently on the same
side, opposing one another. They agree that the ex-
ploitive use of petroleum products need to be cur-
tailed, but with each group having differing
perspectives, finding agreement is sometimes hard.
Environmentalists advocate for the protection of the
biosphere against misuse from human activity through

such measures as ecosystem protection, waste reduc-
tion and pollution prevention by working at local, na-
tional, and international levels. Conservationists seek
to maintain natural areas with protections for threat-
ened species. They strive for practical solutions to
particular problems and preserve the environment
through stewardship and use. One common place for
disagreement is wind and solar farm construction.
Offshore wind projects have been debated in the US
for decades. We agree we need to wean ourselves
from fossil fuels, but where and how is always con-
tentious.  

Healthy disagreement should never be con-
fused with being unkind or unpleasant. It is a space
where opinions, trust and engagement have an oppor-
tunity to flourish. Liane Davey in her article “Conflict
Strategies for Nice People” describes this well.

“Conflict allows the team to come to terms
with difficult situations, to synthesize diverse per-
spectives, and to make sure solutions are well
thought-out. Conflict is uncomfortable, but it is the
source of true innovation and also a critical process
in identifying and mitigating risks.”

As we step forward through the portal of the
New Year lets reflect on the function of disagreement
and since we are all together on this consider how we
might find ways to develop and grow from it.
Happy New Year Everyone.
Best wishes,
Gale Ridge
Sponsored by Sustainable Bethany
sustainablebethany@gmail.com or at the state level,
Sustainable CT

News From the Registrar of Voters

After January 1, 2023, the Registrars of Voters
(ROV), will conduct the annual mandatory canvas of
the voter registry list. The canvas is one of the tools
the ROVs use to keep the Bethany voter registration
list up to date. Canvas Notices are mailed to voters who
have been identified as having moved or have not
voted in 2 federal elections. 

If you do not fall into these two categories, you
will not receive a canvas letter. If you do receive one,
please respond and return it to the Registrar of Voters’
office. 

If the Canvas letter was not returned within 30
days after the date of the letter or the letter is returned

by the post office, the voter will be made inactive on
the list. To be restored to the active list, the inactive
voter must provide an updated voter registration ap-
plication prior to being allowed to vote. After four
years on the inactive list, the voter must either be re-
stored to the active list or will be removed from the
voter registry.  Voters who indicate that they have
moved from Bethany, will be marked off the voter
registration list. 

Please contact the Registrar of Voters office
at (203) 393-2100 ext. 1121 or by email at regis-
trar@bethany-ct.com with any questions. We are also
available at Town Hall on Fridays from 9am until 12
pm or by appointment.
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January 2023
Clark Memorial Library

Check It Out !

Bethany Book Club Returns!
The Bethany Book Club will convene in the first-floor
meeting room on Tuesday, January 17, at 2:00 PM.  The
book to be discussed at the first meeting is “The Dutch
House,” by Ann Patchett.  Please join organizer Cate Hor-
ton for light refreshments and lively discussion. Books
for future meetings will also be considered. For copies of
“The Dutch House,” please call the Library for availability.
Take Your Child to the Library Day 2023
Visit the library from February 1st to February 4th to enter
our Award Book Basket raffle. 
Paper Magic for Adults on January 26 at 2 P.M.
Sign-ups required – call the Library!

Is Shoutbomb right for you?
Shoutbomb is the LION Consortium text service now
available for text updates to your phone from your Clark
Memorial Library account. If you prefer to receive text
messages about books available at curbside or reminders
that books are due soon, you may find more information
on our website at:  https://bethanylibrary.org/shoutbomb/
or call the Library at 203-393-2103.

Bethany Library Association Annual Drive
Thank you to all who have contributed – we are

halfway to our goal!
As an Association Library we are a non-profit that

depends on the generosity of our community.
Your gift will mean so much to the financial stability of
this beloved institution.  Your support helps ensure our
success not only for today, but also tomorrow for the chil-
dren, families and community we serve.  Any gift, no mat-
ter the size is greatly appreciated.
The Annual Pledge Card
may be downloaded at http://bethanylibrary.org

With Gratitude,
Bethany Library Association Board 

Library Hours
Tues./Wed./Thurs. 10a.m.-6p.m.
Fri. 2p.m.-5p.m.
Sat. 10a.m.-5p.m.

Need a new library card?  Need to update your old
card? Contact us at ClarkMain@bethanylibrary.org

From the Office of the 
Tax Collector

Inland Wetlands Commision is 
Looking for Additional Members

The Inland Wetland Commision is seeking volunteers
to fill vacancies.  If interested, please contact Lina
Frazer at 203-393-2100 x1115 or by email at
lfrazer@bethany-ct.com.
It is the mission of the Inland Wetlands Commission to
protect the inland wetlands and watercourses by:
-Minimizing disturbance and pollution;
-Preventing damage from erosion, turbidity or siltation;
-Preventing loss of fish and other beneficial aquatic or-
ganisms, wildlife and vegetation and the destruction of
the natural habitats thereof;
-Deterring and inhibiting the danger of flood and pollu-
tion;
-Protecting the quality of wetlands and watercourses for
their conservation, economic, aesthetic, recreational
and other public and private uses and values;
-Protecting potable fresh water supplies from the dan-
gers of drought, overdraft, pollution, misuse and mis-
management.

The second installment of Bethany Real Estate
and Personal Property Taxes and the full amount of
Motor Vehicle Supplemental Taxes on the 2021 Grand
List (2022 Taxes) become due and payable on January
1, 2023.  Wednesday, February 1, 2023 is the last day
to pay said taxes without interest penalty.  

Interest is calculated from the due date at the
rate of 1.5% per month (18% per annum).  Minimum
interest charge is $2.00.  In accordance with CT state
statute Sec. 12-130, failure to receive a bill does not
exempt you from payment of taxes, interest charges
or fees. Mail tax payment to Bethany Tax Collector,
40 Peck Rd, Bethany CT 06524.  Your cancelled check
is your receipt or enclose a self-addressed/stamped en-
velope.  

You may also pay at Webster Bank’s Bethany
branch during their regular banking hours but will need
your bill to do so.  To pay online by electronic funds
transfer (no fee) or credit/debit card (2.5% bank fee),
go to www.bethany-ct.com > Pay Online > Tax Col-
lector.  Back taxes on Motor Vehicles must be paid
with cash, money order, cashier’s check or credit/debit
card for immediate DMV registration clearance.
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Bethany Economic Development
Commision News

The Bethany Economic Development Commission
held its first Bethany business Meet & Greet at Lati-
crete International on October 26th. The event included
speakers on several topics of interest to business own-
ers and an opportunity for businesses to share sugges-
tions and comments on doing business in Bethany. The
event was well attended and those attending indicated
an interest in having more Meet & Greet events.

The next Bethany business Meet & Greet will be held
at The Recording Den, 127 Amity Road, on Thursday,
January 26 starting at 6:30 pm. There will be several
brief presentations, light refreshments and plenty of
time for interacting with other businesses. 

Interested parties should contact us at BethanyCT-
EDC@gmail.com or call Janet Brunwin at (203) 231-
3694 to register.

The BEDC meets the 2nd Wednesday of each month
at Town Hall. Members of the public are welcome to
attend.

The Bethany Conservation 
Commision is Seeking Nominees

The Bethany Conservation Commission is seeking
nominees for the annual Conservationist of the Year
Award.  The nomination form can be found on the
town’s website @ https://bethany-ct.com/conserva-
tion-commission or at Town Hall.  All submissions
need to be received by March 7, 2023.   
Brian Eitzer, Chair Conservation Commission

Bethany Community Garden Beds
Available – 2023 Growing Year!

Rent a raised bed in the Bethany Community Garden
for $25 per year ( $15/year for seniors). Email:
bethanyctcommunitygarden@gmail.com for more
information and check us out on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/BethanyConnecticut-
CommunityGarden
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BETHANY LAND TRUST
The Magic That Is Upon Us
“It seems that about six thousand years ago
some nameless genius with the mind of a
Leonardo or a Benjamin Franklin conceived
the idea that by expanding the area of the foot
it would be possible to get around over the
snow much more easily than just by ordinary
foot slogging.”  From “On Snowshoeing” by
William E. Osgood 

About two weeks ago I listened to a radio interview of
a Kindergarten teacher in Upstate New York. She said
how important it is for children to go outside and learn
how to walk in the snow. Winter can bring out the child
in us.

As a young man, a half century ago, I spent two years
in the tropics. Puerto Rico to be exact. It was a beautiful
place with warm, friendly people and a vibrant culture.
And stunning summer days year-round, 365 times a
year. But I missed winter in New England. The first
snowfall. The sharp sensation of clean winter air passing
into the lungs. The crunch of snow underfoot. The mag-
ical transformation of the landscape. 

The photo of my friends Joe and Lisa Stanley was taken
two winters ago during a snowshoe hike at Mendell’s
Folly, the Bethany Land Trust’s largest holding at about
200 acres when the adjoining Woodward Nature and
Grobe Preserves are considered. We caught a foot of
snow one February day and the next morning, Joe, Lisa
and I drove to the Northrop Road entrance to Mendell’s.
We strapped on our snowshoes and headed north from
the Land Trust’s gate at the end of Northrop Road, along
the discontinued portion of that ancient road all the way
to Hockanum Brook where the yellow-blazed trail turns
sharply west. We continued following the yellow-blazed
trail uphill through a quiet stand of white pines to the
Land Trust’s viewing platform. There we celebrated win-
ter and the half-way point of our out and back journey. 

Thanks to the skill and dedication of Executive Board
member Norman Cole, the Land Trust now has an ex-
cellent collection of maps of its properties at our web-
site, https://bethanylandtrust.org. We invite you to
visit our website, check out our maps, and plan your
own winter magic. Even without the snow winter is a
special time to enjoy nature, providing its own unique
scenic palette and opportunities to spot wildlife that
may not be with us year-round.  

The Bethany Land Trust is a private, charitable, non-
profit corporation dedicated to serving our special
town through the preservation of land in its natural
state. Now is an excellent time to lend your important
financial support to our mission as we have been con-
ducting our annual membership drive. If you have not
received our annual membership mailing, please visit
our website to see how you can become a member of
the Bethany Land Trust and help us keep Bethany spe-
cial. 

Charles E. Oman III  
Vice-President and Land Management Chair  

Reminders from RWS
Holiday Schedule – 2022-2023

Residential Waste Systems (RWS)
observes the following holidays.

New Year’s Day 2023 – 
Trash Pick up will be delayed 1 day.

During the holiday season:  Holiday gift wrap and gift bags
should be considered curbside municipal solid waste and
NOT recyclable mixed paper.  You can check www.recy-
clect.com for a list of “what’s in/what’s out” for recyclables
(click on Get to Know Recycling) and learn so much more.

RWS now offers Private Curbside 
Recycling Pickup $18.99/Month

The program had its first pickup Friday, August 12th.
Pickup is every other week. All participants are 

provided with a 96 gallon recycling cart.  Private Curbside
Composting is also available.  (Separate fee)

You can bundle both services & save.
For more information visit: BethanyRecycles.com 

or text 203-334-1660



Lions Club News
Thanks to everyone that came out and supported our
holiday craft fair. We had 75 vendors, and it was great
seeing all the shoppers with bags of bought merchan-
dise!  Thank you for your support and to our commu-
nity partners, the Bethany Community School for
letting us use their facility and Not Just Blowin' Smoke
for the great food!  We need to do a shout out to Alex,
the BCS custodian, who did an awesome job that day!
Our December carol sing was a great time, and thank
you to our community partner B&B Transportation
who provided the bus and driver for the drive around
town to bring some holiday cheer to ten Bethany resi-
dents - and goodies - around town. Also, thanks to Lion
Kim Brinton for opening her doors at Country Com-
panion Vet for the after-caroling get together and pro-
viding food and beverage.

Gearing up for the start of 2023 we have 
the following two events:

Bethany Lions Auction: The Lions Club will be run-
ning its annual online auction again in April 2023. Any-
one interested in donating gift certificates for services
or products, gently-used or new jewelry, vintage/an-
tique items, sports equipment, designer clothing and
handbags, works of art, household items, toys, etc.
please contact Lion Janet Brunwin at: brunwin@sbc-
global.net.
Comedy Night in time for Valentine's Day:  Join us for
a night of laughs at Lakeview Lodge on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 11th.  Doors open at 7 p.m. and the show starts at
7:30 p.m.  You are welcome to bring your own food
and beverage.  Coffee, tea and dessert is provided.  At
just $25/pp enjoy comedians Linda Belt and Angel
Rentas.  Show is rated PG16-R for some adult sugges-
tive material, language.  Come enjoy a night out in our
town!
Save the Date - "Egg Your Yard 2023":  Back by
popular demand, save the date for Sunday, April 9th
when the Easter Bunny visits and will Egg Your Yard!
Online signup will be between February 18th - March
18th.  Stay tuned and check our Facebook page
@BethanyCTLions for all the latest happenings!

Goods & Services Charity
Online Auction


